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friend George Bullock has equipped me. I was made
very happy to receive him at Abbotsf ord, though only
for a start; and no less so to see Mr. Blore, from whom
I received your last letter. He is a very fine young
man, modest, simple, and unaffected in his manners, as
well as a most capital artist. I have had the assistance
of both these gentlemen in arranging an addition to the
cottage at Abbotsford, intended to connect the present
farmhouse with the line of low buildings to the right of
it. Mr. Bullock will show you the plan, which I think
is very ingenious. He has promised to give it his con-
sideration with respect to the interior; and Mr. Blore
has drawn me a very handsome elevation, both to the
road and to the river. I expect to get some decorations
from the old Tolbooth of Edinburgh, particularly the
cope-stones of the doorway, or lintels, as we call them,
and a niche or two — one very handsome indeed! Better
get a niche from the Tolbooth than a niche m it, to
which such building operations are apt to bring the pro-
jectors. This addition will give me: first, a handsome
boudoir, in which I intend to place Mr. Bullock's Shake-
speare,1 with his superb cabinet, which serves as a
pedestal. This opens into the little drawing-room, to
which it serves as a chapel of ease; and on the other
side, to a handsome dining-parlor of 27 feet by 18, with
three windows to the north, and one to the south, — the
last to be Gothic, and filled with stained glass. Besides
these commodities, there is a small conservatory or green-
house; and a study for myself, which we design to fit
up with ornaments from Melrose Abbey. Bullock made
several casts with his own hands — masks, and so forth,
delightful for cornices, etc.
Do not let Mrs. Terry think of the windows till little
1 A cast from the monumental effigy at Stratf ord-upon-Avon — now in
the library at AVbotsford — was the gift of Mr. George Bullock, long dis-
tinguished in London as a collector of curiosities, This ingenious man was,
as the reader will see in the sequel, a great favorite with Scott.

